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Paxton United Methodist Church Exists to Know, Grow and Share God’s Love.

From the Desk of Pastor Gary

| believe we celebrate several “New Years” throughout the calendar year.
Of course, there is the official New Year in January. The state fiscal year
begins July 1, while the federal fiscal year begins October 1. A new school
year starts throughout August, and the church’s liturgical year begins on
the first Sunday of Advent. But | think there is another New Year we
celebrate each year:

The first Sunday after Labor Day is September 13.

And no, it is not simply because pumpkin spice suddenly appears in everything from coffee
and candles to—who knows?—maybe even Communion bread! For the church, September often
feels like a new beginning. Summer vacations are winding down, school is back in session, and the
familiar rhythms of fall are returning. More importantly, it is an opportunity for each of us to
renew our commitment to Christ and to Christ’s church. Maybe this is the year to make a renewed
commitment to worship regularly. Maybe it is time to join a Sunday school class, become more
involved in a ministry, serve our neighbors, or discover a new way to use the gifts God has given
you. So, as we begin this “New Year,” | invite you to ask yourself one simple question:

What will | commit to this year?

God has called Paxton to be a beacon of Christ’s light in our community. In fact, Paxton is
uniquely situated for that calling—we literally sit on top of a hill! But being a light on the hill is
about much more than our location. It is about allowing the love of Christ to shine through our
worship, our service, our generosity, our hospitality, and the way we live each day.

Beginning September 13, you will have an opportunity to explore what that calling can look
like through a six-week Sunday school study of the United Methodist Church’s vision to Love
Boldly, Serve Joyfully, and Lead Courageously. Cindy Radich will lead the study as we consider
how these words can shape not only the ministry of our church, but also the way each of us lives
as a follower of Jesus Christ.

As this new season begins, | hope you will consider joining us—and, more importantly,
consider where God may be calling you to make a new commitment.

What will your commitment be this year?

Blessings,
Pastor Gary
Prayer Focus: Discipleship



Dates to Remember:
September 7 — Labor Day
September 13 — Sunday school resumes.
September 19 — Rise Against Hunger meal-packaging event
October 4 — Paxton Church picnic at Veterans’ Park

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS STARTS SEPTEMBER 13

A New Vision, A Shared Calling: Embracing A New Era of Ministry as United Methodists

The lessons we will be following over six weeks were provided by The UMC-
Discipleship Ministries and were written by our own Susquehanna Conference
Bishop Hector Burgos-Nufiez. We will learn what it means to Love Boldly, Serve
Joyfully, and Lead Courageously. These words are not just a banner; they are the
guiding focus of the UMC'’s new vision.

To help churches explore and embody this vision, this small group study is
titled Embracing an Adverbial Faith. The series invites congregations to go
deeper into what it means to love, serve, and lead, not as obligations but as
expressions of a life formed by the Holy Spirit.

Laity: Your Voice Matters in Our Future
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The Susquehanna Conference is seeking nominations for four Strategic Adaptive Initiative
Teams established through the Missional Path Forward adopted at our 2026 Annual Conference.
These are not traditional committees. They are learning and design teams that will help the

Conference move from vision to action through experimentation, collaboration, and adaptive
change. 'The conference is seeking individuals who are open to adaptive work, able to work
collaboratively, and willing to engage disagreement constructively while staying grounded in our

shared mission. We welcome both self-nominations and nominations of others.

For further information and nomination process please see the conference website (Susumc.org).

Liam shares his experience at Camp Penn

Liam Clark had his first experience attending summer camp. He attended

Camp Penn, a United Methodist Camp celebrating 80 years of serving
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responded with a big smile — “ basketball”.

guestions from the congregation. Liam said he was a little homesick, but only
the first day. Several times he expressed joy at being able to make new
friends; fishing (although he didn’t catch anything); eating only what he
wanted to eat; staying in cabins with other campers; and worship services.
When asked what the best part of his camping experience was, Liam
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Join Us in Our Rise Against Hunger Saturday, September 19: Our meal packing event will be
here at the church on Saturday, September 19t". Together we will combine rice, soy, dehydrated
vegetables and a packet of 18 essential vitamins and minerals into meal packages. These are
shipped around the world to support school feeding and crisis relief. Please join us — this is a fun,
cheerful, wonderful time of service we enjoy together while making an important difference to
people who are suffering in emergency conditions.

Volunteers are needed to build 10,000 meals. The more volunteers we have, the more fun we
have. So please feel free to invite family and friends. So far, $2600 (68%) of the $4,050 necessary
to purchase necessary supplies has been raised. Volunteers are still needed for the 10-11 am and
the 11- noon shifts. There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex. Or call the office and leave your name,
phone number and the shift(s) you are available to work.

Sew for Peace:

Sew for Peace meets Thursdays from 9-noon. Anyone
who would like to participate is welcome. Please contact
Dotty Sellers (717-497-3940) for details.

On Sunday, July 19, a blessing was given on the clothes
we make for the Grantville Clothes Closet at Faith UCC,
which serves 100 families in their area each week. On
Sunday, Aug. 16, there was a blessing of clothes going to
Salem's Closet (see photo) that is open the first Saturday of
every month. Not only do they provide clothing but also
household items, books & toys.

The October blessing of homemade clothes, blankets & hat sets will be given to Mission Central.
They also requested NEW children's socks & underwear. Since we don't make those, we are
opening the request up for the congregation to donate these items in September. Please place
your donations in the labeled box in the Narthex by Oct. 11.

Susquehanna Golden Agers

The next regular meeting of the Golden Agers will be at 12:30 pm on September 8.

All are welcome on our bus trips. You do not need to be a member of Golden Agers to
participate. Upcoming trips include Kreider’s Farm and Magic & Wonder Dinner theater (October
7) and Winter Wonderland at The American Music Theater in Lancaster (Dec. 1). See the bulletin
board or contact Dotty Sellers at 717-564-9492 for more information & reservations.




Church Picnic — A Time for Fellowship — October 4th

il Where: Veterans Park, 1955 Elmerton Avenue, Susquehanna Township.

When: October 4th starting with Worship at 10:00 AM in the
pavilion and lunch to follow.

Who:  All are welcome — you, your family members and/or perhaps
a friend.

church
picnic

plan to attend!

Why there? Someone has donated the use of the park, which will allow
people with mobility issues to attend because of its flat parking areas and sidewalks, handicapped-
accessible restrooms at the pavilion area, and covered seating at picnic tables. (Feel free to bring
lawn chairs if you would be more comfortable).

The church will provide: Hot dogs, Hamburgers, Drinks and Place Settings.
We are asking you to provide
e aSide Dish (if your Last Names starts with A thru L) &
e a Dessert (if your Last Name starts with M thru Z).
We will have a Corn Hole game, and you are invited to bring other games, including board games.

CORN SOUP SALE October 17

You can’t have a chicken corn soup sale and fundraiser without a lot of preparation. Thank you to
all those who came out Tuesday, August 4 and helped husk, cook and take the corn off the cob. It
was hard work but a great day of fellowship. The sale will be Saturday, October 17.

Staying in Touch

Remember to stay in touch with one another. Especially those you haven’t seen in a while who
may be going through difficult times or experiencing health issues. Call, visit, text, or mail a card to
let people know you are thinking about them.




Paxton United Methodist Church

Sunday Services begin at 9:15 am in the Sanctuary. Worship is in-person and streaming live or

available anytime at https.://www.youtube.com/@PaxtonUnitedMethodistChurc-v8y and

www.facebook.com/paxtonume. A children’s nursery is available. The calendar below provides details of

Paxton UMC'’s services, ministries, and missions.

August 30"

August 31

September 1

September 2™

September 3™

September 4

September 5™

September 6™

9:15 AM

10:30 AM
11:00 AM
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1:00 PM
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6:30 PM

9:00 AM —2:00 PM
4:00 PM

9:00 AM

9:00 AM -2:00 PM
6:30 PM

10:00 AM
1:00 PM

9:15 AM

August

14" Sunday After Pentecost
Lessons in Leadership

Acceptance

Fellowship Time

No Sunday School

Trinity Worship Church Service
Children’s Bible Study

Trinity Worship Church Fellowship

AA Men’s Meeting

September

AA and Al-Anon Meetings

Office Hours
Pilates — Education Wing Room 4

Sew for Peace

Office Hours
AA Men’s Meeting

Trinity Worship Church Women’s Bible Study
Trinity Worship Church Music Practice

15" Sunday After Pentecost
Lessons in Leadership
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September 10

September 11

September 12"

September 13

September 14"

September 15"

September 16™

September 17"

September 18"

September 19

10:30 AM
11:00 AM
11:00 AM
Noon
1:00 PM

Labor Day
6:30 PM

6:30 PM

9:00 AM —2:00 PM
4:00 PM

9:00 AM

9:00 AM —-2:00 PM
6:30 PM

10:00 AM
1:00 PM

9:15 AM

10:30 AM
11:00 AM

11:00 AM
Noon
1:00 PM
6:30 PM

6:15 PM
6:30 PM

9:00 AM —-2:00 PM
4:00 PM

9:00 AM

9:00 AM -2:00 PM
6:30 PM

10:00 AM
1:00 PM

Conflict

Fellowship Time

No Sunday School

Trinity Worship Church Service
Children’s Bible Study

Trinity Worship Church Fellowship

Office Closed
AA Men’s Meeting

AA and Al-Anon Meetings

Office Hours
Pilates — Education Wing Room 4

Sew for Peace

Office Hours
AA Men’s Meeting

Trinity Worship Church Women’s Bible Study
Trinity Worship Church Music Practice

16" Sunday After Pentecost

Lessons in Leadership

Grace

Fellowship Time

New Bible Study - A New Vision, A Shared Calling
Embracing a New Era of Ministry as United Methodist
Week 1

Trinity Worship Church Service

Children’s Bible Study

Trinity Worship Church Fellowship

AA Men’s Meeting

Leadership Team
AA and Al-Anon Meetings

Office Hours
Pilates — Education Wing Room 4

Sew for Peace

Office Hours
AA Men’s Meeting

Trinity Worship Church Women’s Bible Study
Trinity Worship Church Music Practice



