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Paxton United Methodist Church Exists to Know, Grow and Share God’s Love.

From the Desk of Pastor Gary ... From Empty Space to Sacred Opportunity

When the designers, builders, and Paxton congregation came together fifty years ago to
envision and build our church and surrounding property, they dreamed big — for their time and
for generations to come. They imagined a future filled with a sanctuary alive with worship on
Sundays and classrooms buzzing with disciples eager to learn more about Jesus.

That future looks a little different today. Yet God—always faithful—continues to open doors
for welcoming others to Paxton Church. While our building has invited people in, most recently
through Trinity Worship Nepali Church, it turns out that God is also using something unexpected:
our parking lot.

Built to hold Sunday worshipers and sitting mostly empty during the week, our parking lot has
become a new way to participate in God’s work. In November, AAA of Central Pennsylvania asked
if they could rent a portion of our lot while their facility undergoes renovations.
From now until July, forty excursions will begin their journeys from our parking lot.
While those travelers are away, | plan to gather a small group to pray for their safe
travels and offer a simple gesture of welcome with the door hangers we used in
our neighborhoods last year. If you’d like to be part of that prayerful ministry, |
would love to hear from you.

In December, members of the Susquehanna Conference Justice and Advocacy Team were
looking for a location to host a Juvenile Justice Advocacy Conference on March 3—4. Our parking

lot was the deciding factor that led them to choose Paxton over other sites. Now

5 we have the opportunity to turn that practical decision into gracious hospitality.

WEe’ll need volunteers Monday afternoon and evening to prepare spaces and
help with lunch preparations for Tuesday and Wednesday, as well as help with
cleanup Tuesday evening (in between session days). Sign-up sheets will be available so you can
share where you’d like to help.
God has a way of taking what seems empty and making it full — turning a parking lot into a
mission field, and filling hearts with love, purpose, and care. Let’s step into this opportunity
together.

Grace and peace, Pastor Gary

Dates to Remember
January 26 — Making of the BEST Easter eggs begins at 9 AM
February 14 — Valentine’s Day
March 4 -5 - Juvenile Justice Reform Training and Advocacy Conference.

Focus: PEACE
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PEACE

From The United Methodist Hymnal

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me;

et | L Ik with each other i fect h
Peace on Earth et us walk with each other in perfect harmony.
And Let It Begin Let peace begin with me; let this be the moment now.
With Me With every step | take, let this be my solemn vow:

B Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be.

. With God our creator, children all are we.
There Be

To take each moment and live each moment in peace
eternally.
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.

Welcome to our new Conference Superintendent — Rev. Don Rowe

Bishop Héctor A. Burgos-Nuiez recently announced the appointment of the Rev. Don Rowe as
Conference Superintendent for the River Valley District, effective July 1, 2026. He will replace the
Rev. Dr. Gary Weaver who has retired.

Rev. Rowe brings both experience and a deep commitment to The United Methodist Church
and the local church. Rev. Rowe has served several churches within the Susquehanna '
Conference and currently serves as pastor of Red Lion Bethany Church. He is a
graduate of Messiah University and earned a Master of Divinity from United
Theological Seminary. He has also completed the three-year Beeson Institute for
Advanced Church Leadership through Asbury Seminary. Rev. Rowe is married to
Sarah, and they have three sons and one daughter-in-law.

Please join in celebrating Rev. Don Rowe’s ministry and keep him, his family, and his
congregation in your prayers as they enter this season of transition.

Holiday Gift Cards a success
Preliminary figures show that nearly $650 was contributed to the Paxton Mission Fund from the

purchase of almost $11,000 in holiday gift cards. Thank you for your generous support.

NASTY Weather? — Can’t be with us in Person? — NO PROBLEM!

Come join us live via streaming at
https.//www.youtube.com/(@PaxtonUnitedMethodistChurc-v8y and
www.facebook.com/paxtonumc. Or you can watch anytime throughout the day or
evening using either youtube or facebook. Over the last year, the light, sound, and
video systems have been upgraded, which should help viewing on a television,
phone, home computer, or other device.
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Opportunities to Participate, Give and Serve

Juvenile Justice Reform Training and Advocacy Conference

On March 3 and 4" Paxton will be host to
The Susquehanna Conference UMC Peace with Justice and Advocacy Team
and The United Women of Faith event, the
Juvenile Justice Reform Training and Advocacy Conference.

This is a Susquehanna Conference-wide event with other Annual Conferences.
Please mark your calendars. We will definitely need to serve as
parking lot hosts, inside hosts, lunch preparers and servers for this event.
We will also be providing snacks all day and lunch each day.

See Pastor Gary for more information.

THE SHACK — Sunday Morning Sunday School

Everyone is invited. Bring a friend. We will be discussing The Shack based on the book by William
P. Young. The Shack wrestles with the question: Where is God in a world filled with unspeakable
pain?

Golden Agers
The next meeting of the Susquehanna Golden Agers will be February 10 from 12:30 to 2:30.
Upcoming bus trips are posted on the bulletin board. The first trip will
be June 30 (new date) to The Sight and Sound Theatre in Lancaster to
see Joshua. All are welcome. You do not need to be a member of
Golden Agers to participate in the bus trips. See the bulletin board or
contact Dotty Sellers at 717-564-9492.

AAA

Starting in January our neighbor AAA (American Automobile Association) will be using our parking
lot off and on through June. AAA is remodeling its facility and needs parking for those people who
will be taking trips with them. Therefore, an area will be identified and reserved for this purpose.
AAA will be making a contribution to Paxton Church for its assistance.

We will begin making the BEST Easter Eqgs starting Monday, January 26"

Easter egg making is a long-standing tradition of Paxton church. It is fun -
| agreat way to interact with people. It also helps support the church
= financially. Come join us each Monday morning at 9AM. See Bill Toner to

& volunteer or to purchase eggs.
i < el



Polar Duck Dip: Oh, it was COLD!

Bill Toner, Hannah Dudore, and her dad Scot fearlessly participated in this truly chilling event,
running into the Chesapeake Bay on Saturday January 17", This was the 18™ consecutive year for
this event which raises funds for maintenance and upgrades at Camp Occohannock
(www.ootbay.org). It was a great success. Hannah also medaled in the 5K Polar Duck Dash.

Thank you to all those from Paxton who contributed over $2,000 to support Hannabh, Bill, and Scot.

Sew for Peace

Sew for Peace meets Thursdays from 9-noon. On Sunday, January 11, 2026, the congregation
blessed the clothes going to Mt. Laurel Church of God and Harrisburg City. The next distribution
will be going to Cocoa Packs in Hershey and will be blessed on February 15.

Did you know that when students don't have new clothes for school they are absent 12
additional days more than their peers and 7 times more likely to drop out and not
graduate? We've all heard of food insecurity, but there is also clothing insecurity. New clothes
raise self-esteem and confidence. Thank you, Sew for Peace, for helping children as they grow!

Capital Campaign

We reached nearly 90% of our goal for 2025, with contributions totaling $18,500. Thank you,
Paxton, for your generosity in this first year of our 5-year campaign.

Over the last year, the light, sound, and video systems were significantly upgraded. It is now much
easier to hear and see Pastor Gary, lay speakers and the videos used during our services in the
sanctuary, whether you are worshiping in person or online.

A large TV was installed at the back of the sanctuary which improves the readability for Pastor Gary
and the lay readers. In January, two immense speakers were installed above the pulpit area. Almost all
of this work was done by church members and other volunteers led by Bill Toner, our in-house team
leader, with additional assistance from the Trinity Worship Nepali Church.
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Paxton United Methodist Church

Sunday Services begin at 9:15 am in the Sanctuary. Worship is in-person and streaming live or

available anytime at hups.//www.youtube.com/@PaxtonUnitedMethodistChurc-v8y and
www.facebook.com/paxtonume. A children’s nursery is available. The calendar below provides details of

Paxton UMC'’s services, ministries, and missions.

January 25

January 26"

January 27%

January 28

January 29

January 30

January 31st

January

Worship and Events

9:15 AM

10:30 AM
11:00 AM
11:30 AM

9:00 AM
6:30 PM

8:00 AM
6:30 PM

9:00 AM —2:00 PM
10:00 AM

4:00 PM

9:00 AM

6:30 AM

10:00 AM to Noon

3" Sunday after the Epiphany — Glory Revealed
Carrying the Light

Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1;4-9; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31;
Matthew 5:13-20

Sunday School — The Shack — Week 3

Trinity Worship Church Nepali Community
Children’s Sunday School

Easter Eggs
AA Men’s Meeting

Easter Eggs
AA and Al-Anon Meetings

Office Hours
Peachtree Bible Study
Pilates

Sew for Peace

AA Meeting

Trinity Worship Church Nepali Community
Women'’s Bible Study and Music Practice
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February
Worship and Events

February 1st 9:15 AM 4™ Sunday after the Epiphany — Glory Revealed
What Is Good
Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31;
Matthew 5:1-12

10:30 AM Sunday School — The Shack — Week 4
11:00 AM Trinity Worship Church Nepali Community
11:30 AM Children’s Sunday School
February 2" 9:00 AM Easter Eggs
6:30 PM AA Men’s Meeting
February 3™ 8:00 AM Easter Eggs
6:30 PM AA and Al-Anon Meetings
February 4™ 9:00 AM — 2:00PM  Office Hours
10:00 AM Peachtree Bible Study
4:00 PM Pilates
February 5% 9:00 AM Sew for Peace
February 6™ 6:30 AM AA Meeting
February 7% 10:00 AM to Noon  Trinity Worship Church Nepali Community
Women’s Bible Study and Music Practice
February 8th 9:15 AM 5% Sunday after the Epiphany — Glory Revealed
Call to Action

Isaiah 58:1-12; Psalm 112:1-10;
1 Corinthians 2:1-16; Matthew 5:13-20

10:30 AM Sunday School — The Shack — Week 5
11:00 AM Trinity Worship Church Nepali Community
11:30 AM Children’s Sunday School

February 9™ 9:00 AM Easter Eggs
6:30 PM AA Men’s Meeting

February 10% 8:00 AM Easter Eggs
6:30 PM AA and Al-Anon Meetings

February 14™ 6:30 AM Valentine’s Day

Pastor Gary can be reached at 717-332-2743 and gallshouse@susumc.org. His normal office
hours are 9 am to 3 pm Monday through Thursday. Please call ahead to ensure he is available.




