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Paxton United Methodist Church Exists to Know, Grow and Share God’s Love. 
 
From the Desk of Pastor Gary   
 

In this issue of the newsletter, you will find the details of our Worship and Church Picnic on Sunday, 
October 4, beginning at 10:00 AM. As we prepare for this special Sunday together, I want to challenge each 
of us to bring more: 

 Bring more food to share around the picnic tables. 
 Bring more of your voice as we sing and worship together. 
 Bring more of an open heart, ready to experience God’s presence in the beauty of God’s creation 

and in the fellowship of one another. 
 But above all else, bring someone new. 

 
This outdoor worship service and picnic is a wonderful opportunity to invite someone who might be a little 
hesitant about walking through the doors of a church. Maybe they have been away from church for a long 
time. Maybe they have never really felt comfortable in a church. Maybe they have questions about faith, 
have been hurt by the church in the past, or simply aren't sure where they belong. Sometimes an invitation 
to “come to church with me” can feel intimidating. But an invitation to “come worship outside with us, 
have a picnic, and meet some good people” might be just the invitation they are ready to accept. 
 
And on that Sunday, we will gather around two tables. First, we will gather around the Lord’s Table. There 
we will remember that Christ invites us to come, receive, and be nourished by the grace of God. We will 
break the bread and share the cup as one family in Christ. Then, after worship, we will gather around picnic 
tables. We will pass the dishes, fill our plates, laugh, tell stories, meet someone new, and enjoy the 
abundance that God has provided. 
At both tables, God provides what we need. 

At one table, we receive the bread of life—Jesus Christ, who nourishes our souls. 
At the other, we receive the bounty of God’s creation—food that nourishes our bodies. 

But perhaps there is something else that happens at both tables: relationships are formed. Strangers 
become friends. Friends become family. And somewhere in the middle of the bread, the cup, the covered 
dishes, the laughter, and the conversation, we discover again that God is among us. 
 
So, on October 4, don’t just come – Bring more. Bring your food. Bring your voice. Bring an open heart. And 
most importantly, bring someone with you. Invite your family. Invite your friends. Invite your neighbors. 
Invite that person you have been meaning to invite for months. 

There will be room at the Lord’s Table. 
There will be room at the picnic table. 

And there is always room in the family of God. 
 

I look forward to seeing you there! 
Pastor Gary 

 
Focus: Loving Boldly                    

   
 



Dates to Remember: 
October 4 –   Paxton Church picnic at Veterans’ Park   
October 11-17 –   Mental Health week for Paxton UMC   

 October 17 –   Chicken Corn Soup Sale 
 October 18 –   Daystar Dinner 
 
 

 

Chicken Corn Soup Sale! 

Saturday, October 17th 

9:00 AM to Noon 

Paxton United Methodist Church 

3550 N. Progress Avenue, Harrisburg, PA 
 

 
 
YUM!  The Chicken Corn Soup is made from corn that was bought locally, cut off the cob and 

frozen for our soup. PRE-ORDER by October 10th. Pre-Orders will ensure that there is 
enough soup for you!  
  
There are many ways to order:   

• Use the QR code to be linked to an order form.  
• Go to www.Paxtonumc.org and click on “Order Here!”  
• Fill out a paper order form, available at the church.  

 
. Soup will be available in two sizes:  

• Large (approx. quart) for $12.00 and  
• Small (approx. pint) for $6.50.  

The soup will also be available unfrozen and frozen. 
 
Volunteers are needed over the course of the next few weeks to make the sale a 
success! Contact Bill Toner if you can help.  

 
 
 
 
 



Church Picnic  – A Time for Fellowship – October 4th 
 
Where: Veterans Park, 1955 Elmerton Avenue in Susquehanna Township.  
When:  October 4th starting with Worship in the pavilion at 10:00 AM, with lunch to follow. 
Who:    All are welcome – you, your family members and friends. 
 
Why there? The park will allow people with mobility issues to attend, with 
flat parking areas and sidewalks, handicapped-accessible restrooms at the 
pavilion area, and covered seating at picnic tables. Feel free to bring lawn 
chairs if you would be more comfortable than at a picnic table bench. 
 
The church will provide: Hot dogs, Hamburgers, Drinks and Place Settings. 
We are asking you to provide a Side Dish (Last Names A thru L) or a Dessert (Last Names M thru Z). 
We will have a Corn Hole game, and you are invited to bring other games, including board games.  
 
Sew for Peace 
 

Sew for Peace meets Thursdays from 9-noon. Anyone who would like to participate is welcome. 
Please contact Dotty Sellers (717-497-3940) for details.       
     On October 18, there will be a blessing of homemade clothes, blankets and hat sets for Mission 
Central and we are also sending NEW children's socks and underwear.  Since we don't make those, we 
are opening the request up for the congregation to donate these items.  Please place your donations in 
the labeled box in the Narthex by Oct. 11. 
 
Golden Agers:  The next regular meeting of the Golden Agers will be at 12:30 on October 13.  The final 
bus trip for 2026 will be to the American Music Theater for their Christmas show on Dec. 1 with lunch 
at Gus's Restaurant in Mount Joy preceding the show.  See the bulletin board or contact Dotty Sellers 
at 717-564-9492 for more information. 
 
Women in Faith Annual Day: Registration is now open for the Susquehanna Conference United 
Women in Faith Annual Day, taking place on Saturday, November 7, 2026. 
Join this special day of fellowship, connection, and celebration with United Women in Faith from 
across the Susquehanna Conference. Check the conference website for more details and 
registration information. 

 
 
Mental Health Week : Paxton UMC asks that you set aside time in the week of 
October 11-17 to meditate on mental illness and our response to those who are 
suffering. The United Methodist Church has resources to guide your study here  
(or search: UMC Resources for Mental Health Ministries). 
 
 

Paxton UMC Budget Update: The 2026 budget for Paxton's general operations is $239,204. As of 
August 31, our income from tithes, offerings, fundraisers, and other sources totaled $172,398, 
covering roughly 72% of our budgeted expenses for the year. Some funds were transferred from 
our church improvement fund to reach this income amount and cover summer expenses. 



GREAT JOB, PAXTON CHURCH… for packaging 10,000 meals for Rise Against Hunger again 
this year!  Special thanks to Trinity Worship Church members and Milton Hershey School Hancock 
House students, along with our family and friends, who helped get the work done. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Staying in Touch 
Remember to stay in touch with one another. Especially those you haven’t seen in a while who 
may be going through difficult times or experiencing health issues. Call, visit, text, or mail a card to 
let people know you are thinking about them.  

 
 



 

Paxton United Methodist Church 
Sunday Services begin at 9:15 am in the Sanctuary. Worship is in-person and streaming live or 
available anytime at https://www.youtube.com/@PaxtonUnitedMethodistChurc-v8y and 
www.facebook.com/paxtonumc.  A children’s nursery is available. The calendar below provides details of 
Paxton UMC’s services, ministries, and missions. 

 
September 

 
September 27th        9:15 AM  18th Sunday After Pentecost  
      Pressing On – In Full Accord 
   10:30 AM  Fellowship Time  

11:00 AM Bible Study - A New Vision, A Shared Calling 
Embracing a New Era of Ministry as United Methodist 
Week 3 – Cindy Radich Leading 

   11:00 AM  Trinity Worship Church – In Nepali 
Noon   Children’s Bible Study 

 
September 28th     6:30 PM  AA Men’s Meeting 
 
September 29th            6:30 PM  AA and Al-Anon Meetings 
 
September 30th        9:00 AM – 2:00 PM Office Hours 

4:00 PM  Pilates – Education Wing Room 4 
 

October 
 
October 1st      9:00 AM  Sew for Peace 
 
October 2nd         9:00 AM – 2:00 PM Office Hours 

6:30 PM  AA Men’s Meeting 
 
October 3rd  10:00 AM  Trinity Worship Church Women’s Bible Study 
   1:00 PM  Trinity Worship Church Music Practice 
 
 
October 4th       10:00 AM  Outdoor Worship at Veteran’s Park  
      Elmerton Ave 

11:00 to 3:00 PM Paxton Church Picnic  
   11:00 AM  Trinity Worship Church – In Nepali 

Noon   Children’s Bible Study 



 
October 5th       6:30 PM  AA Men’s Meeting 
 
October 6th             6:30 PM  AA and Al-Anon Meetings 
 
October 7th          9:00 AM – 2:00 PM Office Hours 

4:00 PM  Pilates – Education Wing Room 4 
October 8th       9:00 AM  Sew for Peace 
 
October 9th          9:00 AM – 2:00 PM Office Hours 

6:30 PM  AA Men’s Meeting 
 
October 10th  10:00 AM  Trinity Worship Church Women’s Bible Study 
   1:00 PM  Trinity Worship Church Music Practice 
 
October 11th -17th    Mental Health Week       
October 11th        9:15 AM  20th Sunday After Pentecost  
      Pressing On – Rejoice in the Lord! 
   10:30 AM  Fellowship Time  
   11:00 AM  Bible Study - A New Vision, A Shared Calling 

Embracing a New Era of Ministry as United Methodist  
Week 4 – Cindy Radich Leading 

   11:00 AM  Trinity Worship Church – In Nepali 
Noon   Children’s Bible Study 

 
October 12th      6:30 PM  AA Men’s Meeting 
 
October 13th            6:30 PM  AA and Al-Anon Meetings 
 
October 14th          9:00 AM – 2:00 PM Office Hours 

4:00 PM  Pilates – Education Wing Room 4 
 
October 15th       9:00 AM  Sew for Peace 
 
October 16th          9:00 AM – 2:00 PM Office Hours 

6:30 PM  AA Men’s Meeting 
 
October 17th  10:00 AM  Trinity Worship Church Women’s Bible Study 
   1:00 PM  Trinity Worship Church Music Practice 
 
 
Looking Ahead: 
October 18th  1:00 PM – 6:00 PM Daystar Meal and Meeting 
November 1st  2:00 PM   Cluster Church Conferences at Paxton UMC 
November 15     Bring Your Turkey to Church! 
November 15     Thanksgiving Dinner for Daystar clients and staff –  

    extra help needed to prepare and serve! 
 
 
 


